
SURVIVAL GUIDE

Local BEST Group Košice, 
Slovakia



Košice Old Town in the night 

WELCOME to KOSICE. WELOCME to SLOVAKIA*.

*material for this survival guide is from www.slovakia.travel, www.tuke.sk, www.best.tuke.sk and 
googlemaps.com.



General Information 
Official name:             Slovak Republic (SR)
State formation date: 1st January 1993 

Political system:         parliamentary democracy (150 members of parliament
                                     elected for 4 years)
President:                   Ivan Gašparovič (since 2004), elected for 5 years
Prime Minister:           Robert Fico (since 2006)
State symbols:            national coat of arms/ emblem, national flag, state seal  
                                     and national anthem „Nad Tatrou sa blýska“
                  

                                                          

Membership in international organisations: EU (since 1st May 2004), NATO, UN, UNESCO, OECD, 
OBSE, CERN, WHO, INTERPOL, etc.
Area:                           49 035 km2
Location:                     Central Europe 
The mid and the North of the country is mountainous (Carpathian curve), for the South and East are 
typical lowlands (important agricultural areas). The most important Slovak river the Danube connects the 
capital city of the SR Bratislava with two capital cities of the neighbour countries - Vienna and Budapest.

Time: Central European time (+ 1 hour from GMT)
Summer time/daylight- saving time from March to November is + 2 hours from GMT

International calls: +421 

Elevation: the highest point is Gerlach Peak (2655 m), the lowest point is the Bodrog river (95 m).

Climate: Moderate climatic zone, with changing four seasons, average temperature in winter -2°C (the 
coldest month January, the coldest area High Tatras), in summer 21°C (the warmest months July and 



August, the warmest area Danubian Lowland). In some mountain ranges the snow remains in average 
130 days per year.

Border countries: Hungary (679 km), Poland (597,5 km), Czech Republic (265 km), Austria (127,2 km), 
Ukraine (98 km)



Administrative divisions: 8 self-governing regions (Bratislavsky, Trnavsky, Trenciansky, Nitriansky, 
Zilinsky, Banskobystricky, Presovsky, Kosicky), 79 districts, 138 towns, 2891 municipalities (including 
towns)

Capital city:                Bratislava (population 428 672 as of 31.12.2005)
Population:                 5 389 180 (of which 51,5 % female) as of 31.12.2005
Official language:       Slovak
Nationalities / Ethnic groups: Slovak (85,8%), Hungarian (9,7%), Roma (Gipsy) (1,7%), Czech (0,8%), 
Ruthenian, Ukrainian, German, Polish and other (2%)

Religion: 
- believers approximately 84,1% of which:
Roman Catholic (68,9%), Evangelic (6,9%), Greek-Catholic (4,1%), Reformed Christians (2%), other 
(2,2%) 
- other, unspecified 2,2%
- without confession about 13,7%

Currency: Slovak crown (SKK, Sk), 1 SKK=100 hallers, from 1.1. 2009 the EURO will be used. All prices are 
from 1st August marked in SKK and EUR for what official currency rate is used 30,126SKK=1EUR

Nature of Slovakia
The dominant feature in the surface of Slovakia is the mountain range High 
Tatras. The Tatras are considered the gem of the West Carpathian Arch, which 
occupies a great part of the Slovak territory. They consist of the Western and 
Eastern parts and their most visited and most popular range is that of the High 
Tatras

They are “built” of the resistant granite and crystalline shale rocks. It is 
also the tallest mountain range in Slovakia (25 of its tops are taller than 2,500 m). The High Tatras were 
modelled by glacier and represent a wonderful set of natural beauties with glacier valleys, cirques, lakes, 
waterfalls and peaks. 

The Carpathian Arch falls into several more or less parallel mountain ranges (for instance Nízke Tatry, 
Malá Fatra and Veľká Fatra, so popular among trippers), which are separated by brief depressions. The 
depressed areas form a belt of valleys sometimes connected by narrow passes and sometimes by wider 



river valleys. The varied surface of Slovakia also displays three lowlands: Záhorská nížina in the west, 
Podunajská nížina in the south-west and the Východoslovenská nížina lowland in the south-east of 
Slovakia.

Slovakia lies in the moderate climatic zone on the divide of the Atlantic and Continental parts of 
Europe. There are different climates in the lowlands and the mountains. 

The lowlands are dry and warm with stable character of weather, while the 
mountains are wetter and colder with changeable weather. The warmest part of 
Slovakia is the Podunajská nížina lowland in contrast to the coldest part of the 
country, the Tatras. The mean annual temperature in the Podunajská nížina 
lowland is more than +10 °C while in the Tatras it drops below -3 °C. The warmest 
and the coldest months are July and January respectively. Tropical days, when 
the air temperature exceeds 30 °C during the day and does not decrease below 20 
°C in the night, occur in summer months. In some winters the temperature drops 
even below -20 oC. 

The driest area of Slovakia is the Podunajská nížina lowland with the annual precipitation total of 500-
600 mm. The Tatras in turn and its valleys in particular are the wettest parts of the country where the 
same parameter amounts to more than 2,000 mm a year, though mostly in the form of snow. Snowing in 
summer is in no way unusual in the Tatras and the snow cover in higher altitude keeps from 
November to May. The rainiest months are June and July and the driest months are those of autumn.

History of Slovakia 
The territory of Slovakia has been settled from the oldest times. Several cultures inhabited its territory 
until they were dominated by the expanding Celts in the 4th century BC followed by the German-Roman 
rivalry at the turn of the Eras. In time of Migration of Nations the first Slavs arrived here. The Samos 
Domain existing in the mid-7th century was followed by establishment of the Nitra Principality at the 
beginning of the 9th century and finally by the Great Moravian Empire in 833 AD - the first common 
state of the Slovak and Czechs ancestors. After the fall of Great Moravia the Old Hungarian tribes who 
finally dominated the original population haunted the territory of Slovakia, and it became part of the 
Kingdom of Hungary for the long thousand years.

The Hungarian state consolidated after centuries of internal struggle between the nobility and the ruler 
and reached a considerable prosperity, which was also the result of the thriving mining towns or the 
trade centres. In what is now the city of Bratislava, the first university of Slovakia, Academia
Istropolitana was opened in 1467. The royal house, which ruled the country after the raid the Turks 



undertook in Europe, was that of Habsburgs which withheld the throne until 1918. From the point of view 
of Slovaks, the crucial period in their history was the 19th century when they formulated their first 
political programme. The promising development of their matter though, was mutilated by the Austrian-
Hungarian Compromise signed in 1867 and the following period of Magyarisation of all Kingdoms other 
than Hungarian member nations which lasted full 50 years. Only the First World War activated the anti-
Austrian-Hungarian resistance, which culminated in 1918 by disintegration of the Monarchy and 
declaration of Czechoslovakia, the common state of Czechs and Slovaks.

Historically the first independent Slovak State was established in 1939 under the pressure of the Nazi 
German international policy. The end of the Second World War brought about restoration of 
Czechoslovakia, under the hegemony of the communist party, which lost its power after more than forty 
years and was replaced by the democratic system through the Velvet Revolution in 1989. The 
democratic process exposed the long-simmering economic, social and ethnic problems, which were 
finally resolved by the peaceful division of Czechoslovakia into two independent states. The independent 
Slovak Republic was established on 1 January 1993. Since May 2004 Slovakia is the member of the 
European Union.

Eastern Slovakia-Košice Region
The region of Košice and its environs is situated in the east of Slovakia. Its 
core is the L-shaped Košická kotlina basin. This fertile and densely 
populated basin is surrounded by mountain ranges, which offer excellent 
possibilities of hiking and recreation. 



Three mountain groups occupy its western end, part of the Slovenské rudohorie Mts. The river Hornád 
incised deeply into the massive of Čierna hora Mt. in the north-western part of the region. The bulky and 
forested ridge of the Volovské vrchy Mts. culminates in its dominant and majestic Kojšovská hoľa Mt.
with excellent skiing and hiking conditions. 

The city Košice - metropolis of eastern Slovakia, lying on the Hornád river on the western edge of the 
Košická kotlina basins has a long and agitated history. It has been the most important town of the region 
for centuries and a natural centre of trade, culture, and education. Today it is the second largest city of 
Slovakia. Many valuable monuments concentrate in Košice. 

The south-western part of the region is characterised by a special karstic landscape

Population of Košice region: 770,508

Area of Košice region: 6,753 km2

Region Košice is situated in the southeast of Slovakia. It borders on Hungary and Ukraine in the south 
and east respectively. The metropolis of the region and the whole eastern Slovakia is the city of Košice -
the centre of commerce, trades, culture, and education of the whole region. Košice is the second biggest 
town of Slovakia and as such it contains numerous cultural and historic monuments. 

The National Park of Slovak Kras lies in the southern and south-eastern part of Gemer. Its caves and 
abysses are included in the UNESCO monument list. Among the cultural and historic monuments the 
castles (Krásna Hôrka) and ruins , several manors  and many churches scattered along the Gemer 
branch of the Gothic Route, dominate. 

The historic region of the Lower Zemplín in the eastern part of administrative region Košice is known for 
the excellent Tokai wine. The most visited parts of Lower Zemplín include the environs of water 
reservoir Zemplínska šírava.

Košice
The second biggest town of Slovakia KOŠICE is not only the centre of 
eastern Slovakia but also the core of the Eastern Carpathians where 
several ethnicities live.

The city KOŠICE (population 235,300) on the Hornád River on the 



western edge of the Košická kotlina basins has a long and agitated history and its present is also 
dynamic. It has been the most important town of the region for centuries and a natural centre of trade, 
culture, and education.

The medieval town of Košice was founded approximately on the half way from the Abbey to the castle. 
The first written mention of its existence is from 1230. In the first historical documents it was referred to 
as Villa Cassa, later the in Latin Cassovia, German Kaschau, Hungarian Kassa, and the Slovak Košice.

The town citizens acquired important privileges of the royal borough in 1342. The date of 7 May 1369 is 
especially important for the town because it received, the document of coat of arms signed by the king 
as the first European town,. Today it is celebrated as the “Day of Košice”. In the 15th century Košice 
with its 7 thousand inhabitants became the second biggest town of the Kingdom of Hungary following 
Buda and Bratislava.

The 20th century has dramatically changed the town of Košice although the motifs were mostly political. 
The town was included in the new state formations: on the last day of 1918 it was included in the newly 
formed Czechoslovak Republic; in 1938 it was annexed by Horthys Hungary for more than six years.

In April 1945 the Czechoslovak Government met for the first time on homeland ground and issued the 
document known as the Košice Programme of the Government treating the after-war arrangement of 
the free Republic.

However, some other attributes of Košice also changed, particularly its size, ethnic structure and its 
general appearance.  Its population more than doubled after the Second World War. New housing 
estates were constructed for immigrants from the rural area.

Today the majority of its inhabitants are Slovaks coexisting here with Hungarian, Czech and Roma 
minorities. The Východoslovenské železiarne (East Slovakian Iron Works, today U. S. Steel) became the 
biggest company not only of Košice but also of the country in general.

Almost all monuments of Košice are concentrated in the historical core of the town, size of which 
makes it the biggest Town Monument Reserve of Slovakia. The spindle-shaped Hlavné námestie 
square of Košice is the heart of the town and rightly considered one of the most beautiful squares in 
Slovakia. It is closed to traffic and skirted by numerous wonderful historical buildings. The most valuable 
monuments are situated in its centre. The dominant of the square and the town is the monumental 
Gothic Cathedral of St. Elisabeth. This building, rather isolated from the rest of the square, is the 
largest church of Slovakia and the easternmost situated Gothic cathedral of western type in Europe.



In front of the northern walls of the Cathedral of Košice stands what was originally Urbanova veža tower 
built in the 14th century. The Urbans tower and the chapel of St. Michael, former charnel house, from 
the end of the 14th century, which stands in front of the southern side of the Cathedral of St. Elisabeth 
form together a complete unique Gothic set of the monuments.

The area between the Cathedral and the theatre is a very lively place above all in summer. Its main 
attraction is the font with music.

The southern part of the Hlavné námestie square provides the first opportunity to see the medieval town 
fortifications of Košice. Entering the basement one can see reconstructed foundations of the Dolná 
brána gate, which is now used as an unconventional gallery and concert hall.

The symbol of Košice is also the statue of the Marathon Runner. It reminds that the International 
Peace Marathon is organised in Košice every year in autumn since 1924. It is one of the oldest 
marathons in the world.

One of the admired exhibits of Východoslovenské múzeum (East-Slovakian Museum) is the famous 
Golden Hoard of Košice. The overall weight of the hoard is 11 kilograms. The unique collection of 
golden coins comes of 81 mints of Europe. The majority of coins are from the 15th to 17th centuries.

Technical University of Košice (TUKE)

The Technical University of Košice was founded in 1952, but its roots must be sought much deeper in 
the past. As early as 1657 the Universitas Cassoviensis was established in Košice, but technical 
education in Slovakia was only elevated to higher - education level in 1762, when the Austro-Hungarian 
monarch Maria Theresa established the Mining Academy in Banská Štiavnica. This provided education 
and promoted research activity in a group of scientific disciplines ranging from ore mining through to 
production and processing of metal materials.



The origins of higher technical education in Košice reach back to 1937, when the M.R.Štefánik State 
Technical College was established in the city. Teaching was supposed to start in the academic year 
1938/39, but the pre-war events following the Vienna Arbitration caused the college to be moved first to 
Prešov, then to Martin and finally to Bratislava, where it remained and later formed the basis for the 
Slovak Technical University in Bratislava.

The true birth of the Košice Technical College came on 8th July 1952, when the Czechoslovak 
Government issued Directive No.30/1952 Statutes setting up three faculties, namely the Faculties of 
Heavy Engineering, Mining and Metallurgy. These were joined in 1969 by the Faculty of Electrical 
Engineering and in 1978 by the Faculty of Civil Engineering.
The important event of the renaming of the College into the Technical University of Košice occurred on 
13th February 1991. In 1992 the Faculty of Professional Studies was set up in Prešov, which was 
transformed in 1996 into today’s Faculty of Manufacturing Technologies.

The year 1992 also saw the introduction of the Faculty of Economics, which meant that the University 
outgrew its original framework of purely technical disciplines, and it continued in this trend in 1998 with 
the founding of the present-day Faculty of Arts.
The Faculty of Aeronautics of the Technical University of Košice was established on 1st January 2005 as 
a successor of the Air Force Academy of Milan Rastislav Štefánik in Košice, which has been a 
prestigious educational institution in Europe and in the world providing university education for pilots and 
air operating personnel for over 30 years.

Today the TUKE has nine faculties, around 16 000 full-time undergraduate students. Almost 900 
teachers work here, and the same number of research and administrative staff.

TUKE caters for a wide range of educational needs not only in the East-Slovak region, but throughout 
Slovakia and Central Europe, as in many specializations it is the only centre of education and research 
in this area. TUKE closely co-operates with other universities and with industrial organizations 
throughout the region and the Slovak Republic.

What to Bring

 Valid passport - please check if you need visa or invitation letter (please let us know in 
advance). Slovakia is a Member of Schengen Space of EU which is important information in 
case you need a visa.  Visa is your own responsibility, but of course we will help you with 



invitation letter or any required paperwork embassy will ask for.
 Travel & health insurance – if your country is a member of EU you should bring an EU health 

insurance card (ask your state health insurance company). According to the common rule 
within EU, if you have such a card, you are entitled to health care in case of emergency under 
same rules as Slovak citizens are in Slovakia. Be aware that not many situations can be 
considered as emergency so for your own sake bring also commercial health insurance.

 Credit/debit card, traveller cheques or/and cash – cards are accepted in most of shops but 
charges can occur based on rules of your bank. In pubs and bars is more common to pay by 
cash.

 ISIC or Euro 26 or valid student ID
 Pocket money - if you want to buy a beer in the pub or bring a present from Slovakia for your 

family
 Soap, towel, toothpaste & brush – we like clean and beautiful participants also in the end of 

course 
 Any music instrument (don’t bring piano)
 Your own prescribed medicaments if you are taking some
 Sportswear – hiking shoes, umbrella or raincoat, swimsuit, jogging clothes
 Typical food and drinks from your country for “International Evening”. There is usually

limited or no possibility of cooking before international evening. 
 YOU with a big smile on your face
 Funny, small presents for organisers 

How to Get Here

There are generally four possibilities how to get to Košice:
 by train,
 by bus,
 by plane and
 by foot



Košice has very good train connection with Budapest. There are direct trains going every day and also 
you can change train in Miskolc which is less than 100 km from Košice and from there, there are several 
trains going. There is a direct train from Krakow and Prague. Several trains every day are coming to 
Košice from Bratislava which has really good connection with Vienna. Travelling by train is not the 
cheapest option but is it comfortable. Main trains have European standards, you can enjoy the watching 
nature passing by or you can walk through the train to restaurant part if you are bored of sitting and 
enjoy a pint of bier there , just do not forget to get off the train in Košice.

There is also pretty good bus connection from Bratislava and Prague. Bus connection with Budapest and 
Krakow is bad. You can travel also from Vienna and change bus in Bratislava. Generally buses are bit 
cheaper compare with trains but less comfortable. Nowadays a motorway is being build up in Slovakia 
and due to building works there are many restrictions on the roads and higher possibility of collisions and 
jams.

There is an international airport in Košice. There are daily connections from/to Bratislava, Vienna, and 
Prague. Also there are connections with Manchester and Dublin. Check www.airportkosice.sk for more 
information. Half of the flights are operated by low-cost airlines. When using Vienna airport you can get 
from there easily to Bratislava and it is up to you to decide if you will travel to Košice by plane, train or 
bus. You can also land at Budapest airport and reach Košice by train from Keleti train station. 

If you like adventure and BEST course is not enough you can try to get here by foot or use hitch-hiking 
but let us now in advance that you are planning such a thing and count wisely how many days you will 
need to get to Košice. You can save some money and have a nice time but also NOT.

What to Avoid and Be Aware of
Due to change of currency from 1st January 2009 all prices in shops are in SKK and in EUR. In big 
supermarkets, some restaurants and also local shops you can pay by EUR already now. Be aware that 
there are generally to exchange rates valid. One is official exchange rate which is used to count the 
prices in the shops etc and will be used to change all the SKK to EUR from 1st January 2009.



Second one is the one exchange offices are using and is changing according to situation in the market.
Generally, difference between these two rates is really small and you can hardly notice.

Drugs including marihuana are strictly prohibited in Slovakia

Consumption of alcohol can be prohibited in some public places but generally get yourself ready for 
drinking beer, many strong shots and wine. 

Smoking is in general not prohibited in public places so you can smoke in most of the bars and  pubs 
etc. 

Slovak cuisine is meat based and pork meat can be widely found. In case you are vegetarian or you 
have any other personal reasons not to eat meat please let us know in advance.

Network coverage is very good and internet cafés are widely spreaded. For prices of incoming/outgoing 
calls and SMS check with your own mobile operator.

There is common knowledge of English language within young people. Older generation can speak 
Russian, but English is not so common.  German and French can be also found as a spoken foreign 
language, sometimes Italian and Spanish. People in cities have higher knowledge of English compare
with countryside. In Košice and surroundings also Hungarian language is widely used.

Basic Language Course

Slovak language is a Slavic language. The rules of pronunciation are strict and not changing most of the 
times. To introduce all of the rules will consume a lot of space and is a bit boring. Better to bring the copy 
of this survival guide and study in Slovakia with real Slovaks 
Hi – Ahoj, Cau
How are you? – Ako sa máš?
I am fine, OK. – Mám sa dobre, OK.
Good morning, afternoon, night – Dobré ráno, deň (day), noc
Good bye – Dovidenia
How much is it? – Koľko to stojí?
It is cheap/expensive. – Je to lacné/drahé.



Cheers - Nazdravie
Bier - pivo
Shot - štamperlík
Wine - víno
I like your eyes. – Máš krásne oči.
You have nice ass, tits... – Máš skvelý zadok, kozy ...
Shall we dance? – Smiem prosiť?
I am your little strawberry, taste me/eat me  - Som tvoja jahôdka, ochutnaj ma/zjedz ma.

More will be added later based on your own need and preferences. Organisers will be more than glad to 
translate and teach you…. the spicier, the better 


